Dear Friends of Carterknowle Park,
I hope you are OK in this wild, wet autumn weather that we are currently experiencing. Here's the autumn newsletter which contains some updates and upcoming events and developments for our park.

Football in the park - future developments
 As many of you are aware, the fields have historically formed an important local amenity for football, and they were used by Ecclesall Rangers until relatively recently for Junior League games and training. A local football team is currently in discussion with the council regarding the future use of the fields for Sunday games.The council has included the FoCK Park group in this discussion, which is welcomed by us as it will provide other park users with their opportunity to have a say in this matter. With this in mind we have included this as an agenda item for our forthcoming AGM (date to be confirmed - but we hope it will take place in January.) Please keep an eye open for the date when it's confirmed. We will be working out how else people could have their say. If you have views that you want us to collect even at this very early stage you could send a reply to this email. We will collate and pass on anything received to the council Sports Development Officer.

Community Orchard 
Plans are underway to use some of the funding that we have received from the LAC (Local Area Committee) to begin work on a community orchard in the park. We know that this was an idea put forward by people at our first ever AGM last year. The site we have chosen is near the bench, on the slope that heads down towards Mercia School, close to the hedge line. We hope that it will enhance the park for all users- human and wildlife. The plan is to get started during the current planting season - late winter/ early spring. It's a project that we feel could grow with the park. We will put a shout out for volunteers in the new year. It's also possible that we will be bidding for more money to develop the orchard in years to come. 

"Section 106" funding
As part of the conditions put in place for the developers of the two estates adjoining the park there is a pot of money for improvements to the park / local community. There is a lot of guidance on the type of improvements that this money can pay for. The council officer in charge of the section 106 funding will be starting a consultation process with park users as well as other stakeholders in the coming months. We envisage this being an important agenda item at our forthcoming AGM but we will also be exploring ways to make sure that the consultation is open to as many people as possible. 

Ponds
The ponds are now looking much more like a wildlife area and less like a building site. If you take a stroll down there you will notice that work has been done to improve the water's edge with  hessian matting into which many native plants have been introduced. It just remains for nature to take its course. The spring should bring more native pond species such as frogs now that the area has more vegetation.

Meanwhile thanks to all park users for their interest and please forward this email on to anyone who you think may be interested. Please check out our Facebook page if you want more regular updates and a chance to post your own pictures and comments about park business. It's called (unsurprisingly) Friends of Carterknowle Park.

Best wishes

Friends of Carterknowle Park Committee Members

